
Dear Parents,  
 
Millsap High School is proud to continue to offer Pre-AP and AP English courses 
this next school year.  Pre-AP and AP English courses offered in grades 9-12 are 
designed to develop the skills necessary for success in the courses and the AP 
exams available upon completion of the AP courses.  Students who are successful 
on AP exams may receive credit for college English courses, depending on their 
scores and the colleges to be attended.   
 
The AP exams are rigorous and exposure to a variety of literature will assist 
students when taking the exams.  Therefore, students who enroll in Pre-AP or AP 
English courses are expected to complete a summer reading assignment.  
Summer reading assignments provide many advantages for students, including 
building and maintaining skills over the summer, developing an understanding of 
course expectations, promoting independent learning, and stressing the 
importance of being a lifelong learner.       
 
Your student has requested to take a Pre-AP or AP course for the upcoming 
school year.  For the summer of 2018, your student needs to carefully read the 
corresponding title listed for the course for which he/she enrolled and complete 
the assignment designated.  The completion of the reading and the assignment 
will be due on the first day of classes.  Books may be checked out from a local 
library or purchased on-line or at a local bookstore. 
 
Pre-AP English 1 – Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 
Students need to complete the Reading Journal Assignment.  Instructions are 
attached. 
Pre-AP English 2 – Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
Students need to complete the Reading Journal Assignment.  Instructions are 
attached. 
AP Language and Composition(AP English 3)– Disinformation: Former 
Spy Chief Reveals Secret Strategies for Undermining Freedom, Attacking 
Religion, and Promoting Terrorism by Ronald J. Rychlak and Lt. Gen. Ion Mihai 
Pacepa 
Students need to complete the assignment clearly marked for the above book title. 
AP Literature and Composition (AP English 4) – How to Read Literature 
Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 
Students need to complete the assignment clearly marked for the above book title. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call MHS (940/682-4994).   
 
Sincerely, 
Tammy Addison, Principal     
Beth Adkins, AP Literature and Composition 
Jennifer VanDerStok, AP Language and Composition 
Rachel Stull, Pre-AP English 2 
Tracy Newell, Pre-AP English 1 



For Pre-AP English 1 and 2, students will complete a Reading Journal.  
The instructions are below.   
 
Reading Journal Instructions 
For this novel, keep a reader-response journal as you read in a one subject spiral 
notebook.    
1. Title your journal the name of the novel.  
2. Draw a line down the middle of the page.  
3. Left side: put page number in margin and copy meaningful passages from the 
book – perhaps a bit of dialogue, a description, a character's thought(s), or the 
use of a specific literary element that catches attention (such as symbolism or 
allusion).  
4. Right side: write your response to the passage – Why did you choose it? Did it 
puzzle or confuse you? Does it have an important significance or clarify your 
thinking?  Does it remind you of something? What does it mean to you?  

a. If you choose to comment on a personal experience, be sure to connect it 
to what is happening in the story at that point so I see your reaction to and 
understanding of the novel.  
b. Realize that these entries are NOT a summary or paraphrasing of your 
reading.  They are your RESPONSE to the passage. Journals that only 
summarize the story will be unacceptable.  
c. A good, thoughtful, developed response is no less than 5 sentences. 
Seriously, the sentences will be counted.    

5. Each book will differ in the amount of entries.  Directions for each book are 
given below. 

  Of Mice and Men has six chapters.  Students reading Of Mice 
and Men need to write two entries per chapter.  This is a total of 
12 entries.   

 The Lord of the Flies has 12 chapters.  Students reading The 
Lord of the Flies need to write an entry for each chapter.  This 
is a total of 12 entries. 

6. Remember that this journal needs to be neat and adhere to all grammar, 
punctuation, and usage rules. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summer AP Language and Composition Reading Response 
 
Students must purchase a printed copy, a digital copy, or check out from a library 
the following book: 
 
Disinformation: Former Spy Chief Reveals Secret Strategies for Undermining 
Freedom, Attacking Religion, and Promoting Terrorism by Ronald J. Rychlak 
and Lt. Gen. Ion Mihai Pacepa 
 
Note:  Work may be hand written or submitted digitally via e-mail to 
jvanderstok@millsapisd.net and is due on the first day of class.  Please read the 
book and respond with two lists and three paragraphs to the following questions: 
 
1.) Read the Introduction and Forward to the book.  The incidents that occur in 
much of the book happened long before today's students were born, yet continue 
to impact our world.  As you read the Introduction and Forward, make two lists, 
one of historical incidents and people that are unfamiliar to you and another of 
vocabulary that is unfamiliar.  Look up and define each unknown vocabulary 
word.  On the second list, do some basic research to help you understand what 
the historical incidents are, and briefly summarize those.  For example, if the 
book says "Bay of Pigs", then you might research and write down "Bay of Pigs: A 
failed U.S.-sponsored invasion of Cuba during the height of the Cold War.”  
Continue to add to these lists as you read through the book and find other 
vocabulary, incidents, or people who are unfamiliar. 
 
2.  As you read the Forward and Part One of the book, Pacepa uses the example of 
Pope Pius XXI to illustrate how a disinformation campaign actually works.  
Describe both how the campaign works and why it is conducted. 
 
3.  In Chapter One, Pacepa details how he came to be the head of state security in 
Romania.  After reading the chapter, briefly describe his journey and what 
conclusion he draws at the end of the chapter. 
 
4.  Throughout the rest of the work, Pacepa details how disinformation has 
influenced peoples’ viewpoints, both domestically (in the United States), and in 
foreign countries.  Describe in detail a.) one instance in which we are still 
experiencing the effects of disinformation in the U.S. and b.) one instance in 
which disinformation is still impacting U.S. foreign policy. 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 



AP Literature and Composition Reading Response 
 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 
 
The text of this book is available at 
https://mseffie.com/assignments/professor/How%20to%20Read%20Literature
%20like%20a%20Professor%202nd.pdf 
 
Read the tasks below and complete 7 of them.  Remember that when your 
answers call for examples from literature, you may use short stories, novels, plays, 
or films.  Answer completely and specifically with in-depth responses.  Note – 
because you are able to choose, you may not address each chapter in the work 
produced.  This does not excuse you from reading these chapters.  We will be 
using ideas from this book throughout the school year, so be sure to read the 
entire book.  You may record your answers in a one subject notebook.  If you have 
any questions or concerns, please call or text (940) 328-3914 to speak with Mrs. 
Adkins. 
 

1. After reading the Introduction, write thoughtful answers to the questions 
below. 
a. How do memory, symbol, and pattern affect the reading of literature? 
b. How does the recognition of patterns make it easier to read 

complicated literature? 
c. Discuss a time when your appreciation of a literary work was enhanced 

by understanding a symbol or pattern. 
2. After reading Chapter 2, list five aspects of the quest and then apply them 

to something you have read or viewed.  Do this in the same form as the 
example in Chapter 2 (the numbered list). 

3. After reading Chapter 9, write a free verse poem derived or inspired by 
characters or situations from Greek mythology.  You will need to also 
research the myth that you would like to use.  Your poem must be over 10 
lines. 

4. Using the chapters indicated, write thoughtful answers to the questions 
below. 
a. Chapter 2 – For what reason does Foster suggest that authors often 

include meal scenes?  
b. Chapter 3 – What are the essentials of the vampire story and what do 

they represent? 
c. Chapter 5 – Define “intertextuality.” 
d. Chapter 7 – Why is the Bible so often alluded to in literature and what 

are some of the ways that writers allude to the Bible? 
e. Chapter 10 – How can weather be symbolic in literature and what are 

some of the common “meanings” in various types of literature? 
f. Interlude – What are some of the reasons Foster provides that lead him 

to believe that most writers do not accidentally create the symbols, 
allusions, and patterns we find when we read critically? 



5. After reading Chapter 13, use Foster’s criteria to show that a novel or film 
you have read or viewed is political. 

6. After reading Chapter 14, apply the criteria to a major character in a 
literary work or film and explore the influences of this concept. 

7. Using the chapters indicated, write thoughtful answers to the questions 
below. 
a. Chapter 12 – What is the difference between symbolism and allegory? 
b. Chapter 22 – What can physical blindness mirror and what is often the 

irony behind a blind character? 
c. Chapter 23 – What are some of the symbolic possibilities associated 

with the heart? Why? 
d. Chapter 26 – What does Foster mean when he says, “Irony trumps 

everything”? 
e. Chapter 26 – How can you tell if something is ironic? 
f. Chapter 26 – What does Foster mean when he says, “Irony doesn’t 

work for everyone”? 
8. After reading Chapter 15, select a literary work or film in which flight 

signifies escape or freedom.  Explain in detail. 
9. After reading Chapter 18, think of a “baptism scene” from a literary work 

or film, explain it in detail and discuss how the character was different 
after the experience. 

10. After reading Chapter 20, find a poem or song that mentions a specific 
season, then discuss how the poet uses the season in a meaningful, 
traditional, or unusual way.  Submit a copy of the poem or song with your 
analysis. 

11. After reading Chapter 21, write your own definition for an archetype, 
identify an archetypal story, and apply it to a literary work or film with 
which you are familiar. 

12. After reading Chapter 22, select a character with a physical imperfection 
and analyze its implications for characterization. 

13. After reading Chapter 24, recall two characters who died of a disease in a 
literary work or film, consider how these deaths reflect the “principles 
governing the use of disease in literature.” 

14. After reading Chapter 25, choose a scene or episode from a story written 
before the twentieth century and contrast how it could be viewed by a 
modern reader/viewer with how it might be viewed by a reader/viewer 
from that time period.  Focus on assumptions that the author makes, 
assumptions that would not make it in this century. 

 
 


